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Charles I was not so fond as his father of parading his theo-
logical predilections, but he was very prone to private discus-
sions, particularly with the papal agents resident with the queen
from 1634 to 1641. He, too, was anxious to bring about a
reunion. According to one of these agents. Con, he once de-
clared, *At the price of nay blood I wish we were united.9 On
another occasion, he said, cYou must induce the pope to meet
me half-way.' He seems to have expected the pope to make
certain concessions, such as communion in both kinds, the use
of English, and the marriage of priests. Like his father, how-
ever, he apparently regarded the power of deposing a heretical
ruler as the main obstacle to any approximation to Rome. He
demanded the formal renunciation, by the pope, of this power,
which was like asking for the moon.1
To the mass of Englishmen any idea of a reconciliation with
Rome was utterly abhorrent. They regarded the pope as Anti-
christ and Roman Catholicism as idolatrous and superstitious and
its adherents as traitors. The mere presence of Roman catholics
in England seemed a mark of internal weakness and a constant
encouragement to an external foe. Cromwell was voicing a
widely held opinion when he said in 1656 that Spain 'had an
interest in your bowels . . . The papists in England—they have
been accounted, ever since I was born, Spaniolized ... It was
so in England, Ireland, and Scotland: no man can doubt of
it ... this Spanish interest at home is a great piece of your
danger'.2 Hatred of Roman Catholicism was particularly strong
among those classes with political power. Consequently parlia-
ment was a steady advocate of penal legislation and its enforce-
ment. Even Milton, who detested persecution in general, felt
that reasons of state might justify the exclusion of Roman
catholics from toleration.3 The puritan attitude had at least
the merit of consistency, while the policy of both the Stuarts
was opportunist and based on no principle at all. They enforced
or relaxed the penal laws according to their conceptions of the
needs of English foreign policy or the domestic situation.
At the beginning of James's reign a diocesan survey was
made which yielded a total of about 8,500 Roman catholics,
and which was held to indicate an increase in their numbers.
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